
 

Welcome to Fall!  The leaves are turning; the eve-

nings and mornings are cooler.  Itõs time to break 

out the jackets.  As the seasons change, so is just 

about every aspect of my life:  I began a new job 

on October 12, my son moved back home last 

weekend, my church is experiencing some difficult 

times, and it seems that I am just not the Division 

President I thought I would be.  Our association, 

IAAP, is also experiencing some difficult times.  

Membership for the Alabama Division is down by 

49 members since July 1. 

 

On a more positive note, I know that many of you 

are working on, and some have completed, your 

Chapterõs Strategic Plan.  I hope that every mem-

ber is working on their commitment to become a 

Member of Excellence this year. 

 

Some of you may be wondering about the banners 

you were awarded when you received the Chapter 

of Excellence this year.  Headquarters has in-

formed us there is a manufacturing issue with 

them and they are working with the supplier to 

correct the problem.  Hopefully, the Chapters have 

received them by the time this issue is printed. 

 

Our Leadership Advance Division Workshop was a 

success.  I believe it followed our mission state-

ment:  Enhancing the success of career-minded ad-

ministrative professionals by providing opportuni-

ties for growth through education, community 

building and leadership development. The sessions 

covered òStrategic Planningó - how to develop 

goals for your chapter and create the tasks to 

help you reach them; and leadership develop-

ment - òSuccession Planningó - how to recognize 

each memberõs strengths and weaknesses and 

help them cultivate those qualities to lay the 

foundation for the future of the chapter and divi-

sion.  Please join me in sending a great big 

òThank Youó to our Division Vice-President, 

Jackie Powell, for making the arrangements and 

Jackieõs family for helping make Saturday hap-

pen seamlessly! 

 

As always, donõt forget to look at the Alabama 

Division website (www.iaapalabama.org) at least 

weekly for updates.  This is our Divisionõs òtooló 

for communicating.  You will also want to log 

into the new IAAP community website 

(www.iaap-hq.org), set up your profile and join 

the e-Groups that interest you. 

 

Here is a reminder of the upcoming Alabama Di-

vision events: 

 

February 19-20, 2010 ð PESC, hosted by the 

Tuscaloosa Area Chapter 

      Held in Tuscaloosa 

June 4-6, 2010 - AL Division Annual Meet-

ing, hosted by the Central Region 

      Held in Birmingham 

 

Leading with you, 

Linda Hanson, President 

2009-2010 Alabama Division 
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The 2009-2010 year has proven to be a 

great challenge. The position of President-

Elect is one of present and future planning 

and responsibilities. 

I am privileged to be the board contact for 

the Birmingham and Lawson State Chap-

ters as well as the Finance, Nominations 

and Website Committees. We do not have a 

chair for the Website Committee, but Maria 

is doing a good job of keeping the website 

updated as she receives information. If you 

would like to serve the Division as the 

Website Committee Chair, please contact 

me at brfische@uab.edu. We know the 

2009-2010 Website Committee Chair is out 

there and willing to serve. 

With the year just getting started, I have 

not had the opportunity to visit many 

Chapters. I was fortunate to attend the 

Birmingham Chapterõs Joint Board/

Committee Meeting in July and gave a 

short presentation on Parliamentary Pro-

cedures. The meeting was full of high 

energy and it looks like the Birmingham 

Chapter is off to a good start. 

Looking to the future, and with the guid-

ance of some òseasonedó board members, 

I have been able to secure the location for 

the 2011 Annual Meeting. The meeting is 

scheduled for June 23-26, 2011 at the 

Guntersville Park Lodge. Tamara 

Goodall CPS/CAP is scheduled to be the 

International Rep at that meeting. She 

will be the President-Elect in 2011 and 

should be able to give us a good 

idea of her plans for the following 

year. Mark the date on your cal-

endar and be watching for more 

news to follow. 

I look forward to being able to 

visit with various chapters 

throughout the year as time per-

mits. Therefore, keep me on your 

list of announcements for meet-

ings and special events. 

 

ing was phenomenal.  I en-

joyed learning new things 

and seeing old friends.  You 

should start making plans 

now to attend the 2010 

meeting in Boston, MA. 

 

The Leadership Advance in 

Montgomery was very infor-

mative. We all came away 

with new knowledge to use 

in becoming Memberõs and 

Chapterõs of Excellence.  

Thanks to Jackie Powell for 

her help in coordinating this. 

 

First, let me thank you 

again for allowing me to 

serve as your Alabama Divi-

sion Secretary.  I appreciate 

the opportunity and will 

work to make this a great 

òPower of Commitmentó 

year. 

 

I represented the Alabama 

Division as Alternate Dele-

gate at the Educational Fo-

rum and Annual Meeting in 

Minneapolis, MN in July.  

The educational workshops 

and networking at this meet-

I attended Alabama Power 

Chapter meetings conducted 

by Bonnie Powell and Fran-

ces Lucas.  Bonnie Powell 

spoke on òWhy do people do 

the things they doó Person-

ality Traits and hit my per-

sonality right on the head 

and Frances Lucas spoke on 

òMingle Maniaó Networking 

which taught new ways to 

meet people and network. 

 

I look forward to seeing you 

at PESC in Tuscaloosa! 

Brenda Fischer CPS/CAP - President-Elect 

Ann Davis, CPS/CAP - Secretary 

Jackie Powell - Vice President 

Articles, the AIR could not 

be a huge success!   

We hope those of you who 

attended Leadership Ad-

vance enjoyed the day net-

working and learning more 

about IAAP.  

On behalf of First CME 

Church and my family, we 

would like to express our 

sincere appreciation to each 

of you for allowing us to 

serve as host during Leader-

ship Advance.  It was our 

pleasure and please know 

that you are always wel-

comed at First CME.  

Until next quarter, if I can 

be of assistance to you, 

please contact me. 

Give me an I,  Give me an A, 

Give me another A, Give me 

a P and what do you haveé 

IAAP .   

I am grateful to each of you 

to serve as Division Vice 

President.  Let me take this 

opportunity to thank each of 

you for submitting your 

AIR Articles.  Without your 
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I am very honored to serve 

in the capacity of the Ala-

bama Division Treasurer for 

the 2009-2010 year and 

would like to thank you for 

putting your trust in me to 

handle the division funds. 

The first item of business for 

me as Treasurer was to form 

a committee to audit the 

Division checking account 

and also the Division Meet-

ing account and I am glad to 

say that the audits are now 

complete.  The audit com-

mittee members are Kim 

Russell, Eva Mears and 

Donna Peck CPS.  I would 

like to thank Donna Peck 

CPS for chairing this com-

mittee and the quick turn-

around time in providing us 

with the results. 

In September, I attended 

the Leadership Advance 

which was held in Montgom-

ery and enjoyed getting to 

meet our members from all 

over the state.  What a great 

time to network and learn 

more about IAAP. 

In October, I had the privi-

lege of presenting the mem-

bership drive presentation, 

òTune in to WIIFM at 

IAAPó, to the Decatur 

Chapter and look forward to 

seeing the participants join 

the chapter.   

With this year being the 

òPower of Commitmentó 

year, letõs commit to being 

the best Division that we 

can be and with everyone 

doing their part, we can 

make that happen.  Again, I 

want to thank you for let-

ting me serve the Alabama 

Division and if I can help in 

any way, please donõt hesi-

tate to call or email me. 

The colors were posted by 

Chris Nurmi, and the Na-

tional Anthem was sung by 

Alana Erstad CPS/CAP, 

Chapter President of the 

Red River Chapter in Fargo, 

ND.  Marilynne Donnelly 

gave the Registration/

Credentials Committee re-

port as of 8:30 a.m., July 26, 

2009, with a total of 1,080 

registered. They also an-

nounced the new brand for 

EFAM, named Administra-

tive Edge.  The rest of the 

opening session consisted of 

the adoption of the Annual 

I was privileged to once 

again represent the Alabama 

Division as delegate at the 

International Education 

Forum and Annual Meeting 

(EFAM).  I arrived in Min-

neapolis Saturday evening 

prior to the official start of 

the event. 

The opening of the Business 

Session was held Sunday 

morning with the entrance 

of the International Board 

dancing their way to the 

stage to the tune of òLetõs 

Get is Startedó by the Black

-Eyed Peas. 

Meetings Rules and Annual 

Meeting Program. 

Next, the Committee on 

Nominations presented their 

report followed by candi-

dates speeches. International 

President, Barb Horton 

CAP, gave the State of the 

Association followed by the 

Avery Awards and Evening 

of Welcome Invitation. 

Following lunch, we made 

our way to the Southeast 

District Caucus where the  

Chapter of Excellence Ban-

ners were presented to those  

Chapters having a  

Cindy Anders CPS/CAP - Treasurer 

Carolyn Drake CPS/CAP - Immediate Past President 

Joyce S. Jaet CPS - Parliamentary Advisor 

If any chapter would like to propose Bylaw or Standing Rules amend-

ments for the Alabama Division they should be submitted to me in writ-

ing no later than February 15, 2010. Please include the individual or 

chapter proposing the amendment. 

  

  

If I may be of any assistance to you or your 

chapter just let me know. 
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representatives in atten-

dance.  Tamra Goodall CPS/

CAP expressed her apprecia-

tion to all the members of 

the Southeast District for 

their support during the past 

two years.  I then made my 

way to the Delegate/

Alternates meet and greet 

with the candidates and was 

able to talk to them and get 

to hear their ideas and goals 

for our organization.  Later 

many division members en-

joyed the activities during 

the òState Fairó Evening of 

Welcome. 



 

Following lunch, we made our way to the Southeast District Caucus where the Chapter of Excellence Banners were presented 

to those chapters having a representative in attendance.  Tamra Goodall CPS/CAP expressed her appreciation to all the mem-

bers of the Southeast District for their support during the past two years.  I then made my way to the Delegate/Alternates 

meet and greet with the candidates and was able to talk to them and get to hear their ideas and goals for our organization.   

 

Later many division members enjoyed the activities during the òState Fairó Evening of Welcome. 

Another change International made this year was moving voting to Monday morning.  I earned my keep during the voting as 

the Southeast District required THREE ballots and for a while there were rumblings of perhaps needing a fourth!  We later 

discovered the second ballot was discarded due to computer errors.  I managed to squeeze in some time at the Office Expo 

between voting duties.  It was great as usual, and members got to vote in a Best Booth contest. 

 

Monday afternoon the business session reconvened with the International Bylaws and Standing Rules Committee gave their 

report ð very interesting time! The voting results of the Proposed Amendments were: 

 

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 1 on the increase in membership dues was amended and passed as amended.  The amended 

amounts for members residing in the United States, its territories, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United States or 

Canada are: Professional $83, Professional-merited $47, Student $50, Associate $180. The amounts of each category for mem-

bers residing outside the United States, its territories, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United States or Canada are $20 

higher. 

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 2 on a $15 processing fee for all new members passed. 

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 3 on raising annual affiliate fees from $130 to $155 passed. 

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 4 on payment of renewal of membership dues within 30 days after renewal date was amended 

and passed. 

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 5 on election of district directors and eliminating some no longer needed wording passed. 

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 6 on association members-at-large representation at EFAM and election of delegate and alter-

nate passed. 

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 7 on changing the words òannual conventionó to òannual meetingó passed. This ties in with the 

name change to International Education Forum and Annual Meeting. 

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 8 on adding a new membership classification of institutional group failed. 

Standing Rules Amendment 1 on changing the words òannual conventionó to òannual meetingó passed. 

 

The Tellers Committee then gave their report and the following officers were elected by the Delegates and then officially in-

stalled by International President Barb Horton CAP: 

President Susan Shamali CPS/CAP 

President-Elect Mary Ramsay-Drow CPS/CAP 

Vice President Tamra Goodall CPS/CAP 

Secretary Janine Riemersma CPS/CAP 

Treasurer Karlena Rannals CPS/CAP 

Canada District Director Sharron Butler CPS/CAP 

Great Lakes District Director Wendy Melby CPS/CAP 

Northeast District Director Judith Yannarelli CPS/CAP 

Northwest District Director Valerie King CPS/CAP 

Southeast District Director Virginia Boyd CPS/CAP 

Southwest District Director Antoinette Smith CPS/CAP 

International Affiliate Representative Jennifer Hickson CMP 

 

The following were Elected and Installed as Retirement Trust Foundation Trustees: 

Kathryne Hampton CPS/CAP (Chairman) Patricia Row CPS/CAP 

Lynda Boulay CPS/CAP Susan Shamali CPS/CAP, By Virtue of Office 

Kelly Reggio CAP (Vice Chairman) 

Karlena Rannals CPS/CAP, By Virtue of Office 

 

Following the Installation of Officers, an announcement of the newest future convention site, which is for 2015, will be in 

Louisville, Kentucky. An invitation to the 2010 International Convention in Boston was presented. After the Business Ses-

sion, Alabama Division members headed to the Mall of America to enjoy an Italian dinner at Tucci Benucch.  The food and 
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the fellowship were excellent! Had a great time everyone! 

 

The Keynote Speaker for Tuesday was Warren Evans who spoke on òThe Future; Take it or make it.ó He gave a futuristic look 

at the working world and also gave us a few glimpses back in history.  Then it was off for educational seminars.  After our semi-

nars were done, several Alabama Division members strolled the Nicollet Mall (a commercial shopping district that encompasses 

several city blocks).  Along the way we posed for pictures with the statue of Mary Taylor Moore and ate a wonderful restaurant 

called McCormick & Schmickõs Seafood Restaurant.  We had a blast.  Great food and great fun.  Then we made our way back to 

the Convention Center and enjoyed the Evening of Entertainment by the performers of Cirque Voila.  So much talent! 

 

Wednesday was full of more educational seminars.  Then we enjoyed the Awards Banquet. Banners were presented to those 

who achieved the Division of Excellence. Two Awards for Excellence were given out; for the corporation having fewer than 

1,000 employees it was awarded to SES Americom-New Skies; for the corporation having more than 1,000 employees it was 

awarded to the Missouri State University. The Adecco Mentor Award was given to Bonnie Williams of Pacific Northwest Na-

tional Laboratory in Richland, WA and the two runners-up were Ellen Behr from SRI International in Menlo Park, CA and 

Marlene Wilson from Booz Allen Hamilton in McLean, VA. 

 

Incoming International President Susan Shamaliõs husband and daughters gave her an entertaining introduction. President 

Shamali then gave her incoming speech where she introduced the theme for the 2009-2010 IAAP Year, which is òPower of Com-

mitment.ó 

 

It was my honor to serve as delegate and I was proud to represent the members of the Alabama Division!  As we transition from 

summer to fall letõs continue to focus on our Power of Commitment by keeping the goal of achieving Member of Excellence at 

the forefront.  Achieving this honor is attainable with a little planning. 

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

LEADERSHIP ADVANCE 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2009 
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