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March 2010 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES —  Where were you February 12?  I won’t forget because that was the day  

of the Gadsden Chapter’s annual seminar.  Just the day before, I was panicking about the weather causing 

school and work closings.  Then Friday morning we all woke up to …no snow!  That meant the seminar 

went as planned!  Laura Finney, CEO of We Can Do That!, presented Managing Up: Supporting the Very 

Busy Executive and 5W’s of Communication.  I want to thank all of you who came to the seminar.  I espe-

cially want to give my gratitude to our board members and other members who chipped in to help make the 

seminar a success.  We make a great team!  The best thing about the seminar is that the proceeds help pay a 

scholarship for an Office Administration student who qualifies for assistance.  The scholarship committee 

will be selecting our scholarship recipient in the next month.  PLEASE SAY YES!  Say, ―YES,‖ to volun-

teering to be on the Annual Meeting Committee with next year’s Alabama Division President Brenda 

Fischer and me!  The June 2011 Annual Meeting will be taking place at Lake Guntersville.  The Gadsden, 

Huntsville, and Anniston Chapters of IAAP are the area’s hosts.  The committee will consist of members 

from each chapter.  Planning meetings will begin soon.  Let’s show the Alabama Division how we work! 

Thank you.     See you at the next meeting on March 11 at 12 noon at the Gadsden State cafeteria!  Pat 

Gadsden Chapter 
IAAP P. O. Box 8584     

Gadsden, AL 35902 

        

Pat Presley CPS,  Pres.                         

Baisha Woody, Vice-Pres. 
Beverly Hicks, Newsletter  

March Meeting Speaker—Dr. Cheryl Cephus-Vickers 

Dr. Cephus-Vickers is a native of Birmingham, Alabama.  A 

graduate of Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee, she re-

ceived a B.A. degree in Sociology with a minor concentration 

in Social Work and the M.A. degree in Gerontology with a 

minor concentration in Counseling and Guidance.  Immedi-

ately following graduate school from Fisk University, Dr. 

Cephus-Vickers understood she possessed a passion for 

working with youth and young adults.  Consequently, she 

began pursuing a career in Higher Education. Her career in 

Higher Education began at Talladega College, in Talladega 

Alabama where she worked in the Office of Developmental 

Affairs.  Following her tenure at Talladega, she moved into a 

Counselor’s position for Academic Support Programs at the 

University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB). While at 

UAB, a recommendation from the Vice President for Student Affairs, prompted Dr. Cephus-

Vickers to apply for a position at Spelman College - a Liberal Arts College for Women in Atlanta, 

Ga.  She applied for the position and was appointed Assistant Dean for Counseling Service. It was 

during her time at Spelman College that she realized the importance of continuous learning, and 

made the decision to pursue a Doctor of Education degree, which she received in June of 2000 

from Nova Southeastern University, Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  While working on her degree, she con-

tinued to serve in various capacities at Spelman including, Associate Dean for Academic Support 

Programs and finally, Dean for Career Services.  In 2000, Dr. Cephus-Vickers returned to her 

hometown of Birmingham, Alabama and began working with the Birmingham City Council as 

Executive Chair of the Council.  Understanding that her passion was and is in the area of Educa-

tion, Cheryl returned to academia in 2003.  She currently is employed at Gadsden State Commu-

nity College where she serves as Associate Dean of Student Services/Director of Counseling and 

Advising.  She is married to Cedric Vickers and has a stepson Cedric, Jr. who graduated from 

UAB in May of 2006 with a degree in Nursing.  He is currently pursuing a degree in Law.        



2010 MEETINGS FOR 

YOUR CALENDAR 

March 11—-Gadsden State    

Cafeteria—President’s Dining 

Room w/Dr. Cheryl Cephus-

Vickers   (You may Bring Lunch 

or Purchase in the Cafeteria)       

April 22—East Broad Audito-

rium-Avery–Dennison-Admin. 

Prof. Week (Bring Lunch)   

May 10—Alabama Power Com-

pany Program Title TBA  and 

Election of Board Members 

(Lunch Provided)  

June 10—United Way Board 

Room—Installation of 2010-

2011 Board Members (Bring 

Lunch) 

FUNDRAISERS                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The drawing for the $25 

gas card was held on 

Friday, February 12 at 

the Annual Seminar.  

The lucky winner was 

Baisha Woody, Gadsden 

Chapter Vice President.            
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Profits from the Annual 

Seminar are estimated to 

be around $1,300.   

ñññññññññ 

Watch the financial  

statement for exact 

profit totals 

Pictures From the Gadsden Chapter IAAP February 12, 2010 

Seminar at the Joe Ford Center for Economic Development 

“Thank you to everyone who helped to                                              

make the seminar a success!!”  

                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Laura Finney, Seminar Speaker 

We welcome our newest members to the Gadsden Chapter: 

                                                                         

Pam Dawson 

   Emily Plummer 

    Tomekia Wilson                                 



   

  MORE            

SEMINAR        

PICTURES 

Even with the 

beautiful snow 

falling and the 

threat of roads 

closing, the show 

must go on -   

and it did! 

  

 

 
 

  

Ms. Laura Finney   

Thank you for    

helping to make 

our seminar a    

success.  Even with 

the threat of snow, 

you traveled from 

Atlanta to speak. 

Pat Presley, 

President 

Two Brave Gentlemen Attendees:                                          

Ray Coleman, Sr. and Jimmy Bridges 


